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(54) FLUORINE COMPOUND AND FLUORINATING AGENT COMPRISING THE COMPOUND 

(57) A fluorine compound represented by Formula (1) is provided. The above fluorine compound is effective for 
introducing a fluorine atom into a compound having an active group such as an oxygen -containing functional group, 
and it can be used for uses of surface treatment, cleaning and coating. Further, after the fluori nation reaction, the above 
compound is recovered and can be reused as a starting material for producing the above fluorine compound, and it is 
useful for various fluorination processes. 
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which may have a substituent, and they each may be the same or different; and R 0> R 1f and R 2 may be combined with 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

5 [0001] The present invention relates to a fluorine-containing nitrogen group compound, particularly a fluorine-con- 
taining nitrogen compound. The fluorine-containing nitrogen group compound is useful forfluorination of compounds 
having active functional groups such as oxygen-containing compounds and surface treatment, coating and cleaning 
uses of various materials. 

10 RELATED ART 

[0002] A large part of fluorine-containing compounds shows a specific biological activity and an excellent function 
which originate In a fluorine atom. In recent years, usefulness of introducing fluorine is recognized particularly in the 
fields of medicines and agricultural chemicals, and fluorine-containing compounds are increasingly required. Further, 

15 they are applied making the best use of functions thereof not only in the fields of medicines and agricultural chemicals 
but also in the wide fields, and the importance of fluorine-containing compounds grows high further more. 
[0003] Fluorine-containing compounds are scarcely present in the natural world, and therefore fluorine atoms have 
to be introduced in an organic synthetic manner. For example, fluorine, hydrogen fluoride and sulfur tetrafluoride are 
known as a conventional fluorinating agent used for the purpose of introducing fluorine. However, they are toxic and 

20 corrosive and have the risk of explosion in the reaction, and therefore they have the problem that a specific apparatus 
and technique are required in handling. Further, they have the defect that they are low in a yield in the reaction and 
inferior In a selectivity In many cases. 

[0004] In addition to them, various fluorinating agents have been developed in orderto selectively introduce fluorine 
into oxygen-containing functional groups. Given as representative fluorinating agents are, for example, hydrogen flu- 
25 oride-pyridine mixtures (Olah reagent), a Yarovenko reagent of a f luoroalkylamine type and an Ishikawa reagent which 
is a modified type thereof and diethylaminosulfur trifluoride which is known usually as DAST. However, all of them hold 
the problems of safety, storage stability and waste disposal after reaction, and the existing situation is that they are 
not necessarily satisfactory from an industrial point of view considering complexity in handling and the production. 

30 DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] An object of the present invention is to provide a compound which makes it possible to fluorinate functional 
groups such as an oxygen-containing group, which is excellent in heat stability and can easily be handled and which 
can be produced at a low cost. 

35 [0006] Intensive investigations carried out by the present inventors in order to solve the problems described above 
have resulted in finding that a fluorine compound represented by Formula (1): 



(wherein X represents a nitrogen or phosphorus atom; Rq, R 1 , and R 2 represent hydrogen, an alkyl group or aryl group 
which may have a substituent, and they each may be the same or different; and R 0 , R lf and R 2 may be combined with 
so each other to form a ring) Is effective for fluorinating various oxygen-containing compounds, can be distilled, has a 
high heat stability, is easy in handling and therefore can solve a large part of the problems described above and that 
the above compound is useful as well for uses such as surface treatment and cleaning. Thus, they have reached the 
present invention. 

[0007] Further, the present inventors have found that the compound represented by Formula (1 ) can be obtained by 
55 introducing fluorine atoms directly into a compound represented by Formula (2): 
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Y 

R 0 — C=X^ Y 9 < 2 > 

R 2 

(wherein X represents a nitrogen or phosphorus atom; Rq, R 1f and R 2 represent hydrogen, an alkyl group or ary! group 
which may have a substituent, and they each may be the same or different; Rq, R 1f and R 2 may be combined with 
each other to form a ring; and Y represents chlorine, bromine or iodine) using a fluorinating agent or subjecting it to 
halogenation reaction with a halogenating agent. 



BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION 



[0008] The fluorine compound represented by Formula (1) in the present invention is, to be specific, a fluorine- 
containing nitrogen group compound and includes a fluorine-containing nitrogen compound in which X is nitrogen in 
Formula (1) and a fluorine-containing phosphorus compound in which X is phosphorus in Formula (1). 
[0009] The alkyl group represented by R 0 , R 1f and R 2 is preferably a linear or branched alkyl group having 1 to 30 
carbon atoms and includes, for example, methyl, ethyl, propyl, isopropyl, butyl, isobutyl, t-butyl, pentyl, hexyl, heptyl. 
octyl, 2-ethylhexyl, nonyl, decyl, cyclo hexyl, cyclohexyloxy, decalyl, norbomyl, bicyclohexyl, adamantyl and isomers 
thereof, and in addition thereto, it includes hydroxymethyl, hydroxyethyl, hydroxypropyl, hydroxybutyl and hydroxyphe- 
nyl. 

[0010] A group having 1 to 30 carbon atoms is preferred as the aryl group and includes, for example, phenyl, o-tolyl, 
m-tolyl, p-toiyl, dimethylphenyl and position isomers thereof , cumyl, mesityl, trimethylphenyl, hydroxyphenyl, naphthyl, 
methylnaphthyl, dimethylnaphthyl, hydroxynaphthyl, biphenyl, tetralyl, t-phenyl, anthryl, benzothienyl, chromenyl and 
indoyl. Allowed to be contained in these alkyl groups and aryl groups are other functional groups, for example, a 
hydroxyl group, a halogen group, a nitro group, a mercapto group, an amino group, amide group, a cyano group, a 
carbonyl group, a carboxyl group, an acetyl group, an acyl group, an alkoxy group, a sulfone group and other atomic 
groups. 

[001 1 ] The fluorine compound represented by Formula (1 ) can be produced by various processes. For example, the 
fluorine-containing nitrogen compound can usually be produced by a method in which an N.N-dlsubstituted amide 
compound which is an amide compound corresponding to the compound represented by Formula (1) is used as a 
starting material to directly introduce a fluorine atom using various fluorinating agents or a method in which fluorination 
reaction is carried out with a fluorinating agent and in which halogen exchange reaction is then carried out subsequently 
thereto to introduce fluorine. 

[0012] The fluorine-containing phosphorus compound can readily be produced, for example, by a method in which 
a hydroxymethylphosphnium salt is obtained from phosphine and aldehyde and then reacted with amines. 
[0013] The fluorine-containing nitrogen group compounds described above may be used considering physical and 
chemical characteristics, that is, heat stability, reactivity, easiness in handling and a price, but the fluorine-containing 
nitrogen compounds are more preferred from the viewpoints of a price and handling. 

[0014] In producing the fluorine-containing nitrogen compound directly from the N,N-disubstituted amide compound, 
an oxygen-containing functional group can be fluorinated using fluorine, sulfur tetrafluoride, iodine pentafluoride, HF- 
bases and Iodine pentafluoride-HF molten salts. 

[0015] The fluorine-containing nitrogen compound is directly synthesized preferably using HF-bases such as HF- 
triethylamine and iodine pentafluoride-HF molten salts taking the reactivity and the safety into consideration. 
[0016] One example of a process for producing the fluorine-containing nitrogen compound by halogen exchange 
shall be shown below. 

(1) An N,N-disubstituted amide compound is reacted with a halogenating agent to produce a halide of the amide 
compound (hereinafter referred to as a step 1). 

(2) Then, the halide of the amide compound described above is reacted with hydrogen fluoride or an alkaline metal 
salt of fluorine to carry out a halogen exchange reaction to thereby produce a fluorine-containing nitrogen com- 
pound (hereinafter referred to as a step 2). 

[0017] In the production of the fluorine-containing nitrogen compound described above, a chlorinating agent such 
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as phosgene, phosphorus trichloride, phosphorus pentachloride, thionyi chloride and oxalyl chloride are suitably used 
for halogenation in the step 1 . An oxygen atom in the amide bond is substituted with halogen by virtue of these halo- 
genating agents. 

[0018] When a chlorine atom of the chlorinating agent has a low reactivity, a halogenating agent having a higher 
reactivity is preferably selected from similar halogenating agents containing bromine and iodine to introduce bromine 
or iodine. Usually, halogenation of acid amides readily goes on. 

[0019] In the case of, for example, isobutyramide, the reaction is completed by allowing phosgene to flow at 20°C 
in dichloromethane to carry out chlori nation (Organic Synthesis, CV 6, 282). 

[0020] The halogenating means described above provides a halide of an amide compound represented by Formula 
(3) which is a precursor of the compound represented by Formula (1): 



Y 

R 0 — C=NC Y e <s. 

R 2 



(wherein R 0 , a, , and R 2 represent hydrogen, an alkyl group or aryl group which may have a substituent, and they each 
may be the same or different; R 0> R 1 , and Rg may be combined with each other to form a ring; and Y represents chlorine, 
bromine or iodine). 

[0021] In the production of the fluorine-containing nitrogen compound described above, it is difficult to definitely 
prescribe the conditions of a halogen exchange reaction carried out by a conventionally known process using hydrogen 
fluoride and an alkaline metal salt of fluorine such as sodium fluoride and potassium fluoride in the step 2, but almost 
all of the individual reactions are well known, so that the conditions can be decided with reference to publicly known 
literatures, for example, Journal of Organic Chemistry, vol. 44, p. 3872 (1979), Organic Synthetic Chemistry Society 
Magazine, vol. 47, p. 258 (1989) and Journal of Fluorine Chemistry, vol. 44, p. 291 (1989). 

[0022] Preferred as the starting material is an N,N-disubstituted amide compound having an alkyl group or aryl group 
which may have a substituent. 

[0023] The substituents may be the same as or different from each other and may be combined with each other to 
form a ring. Further, the substituents may have the other functional groups, for example, a hydroxyl group, halogen, a 
mercapto group, an amino group, an amide group, a carboxyl group, an acetyl group, a sulfone group and atomic 
groups thereof or may have similar alkyl groups and aryl groups. 

[0024] To be specific, capable of being given are N,N-dimethylformamide, N.N-diethyfformamide, N,N-di(n-propyl) 
formamide, N,N-di(i-propyl)formamide, N,N-di(n-butyl)formamide, N,N-dipentylformamide, N,N-dimethylacetamide, N, 
N-diethylacetamide, N s N-dimethylpropionajnide, N.N-dimethyltrifluoroacetamide, N.N-dimethylcyanoformamide, N,N- 
dimethylcyclopropanecarboxyamide, N,N-dimethyl-2-thiooxamide, N,N-dimethylbenzeneacetamide, N,N-dimethylac- 
etoacetamide, N : N-dimethyl-2,2-dichloroacetoacetamide, N^-dimethylphenoxyacetamide, N,N-diethylpropionamide s 
N ( N-diethylbutylamide, N,N -diethylamide, N,N -dip ropy lacetamide, N,N-bis(2-hydroxymethyl)dodecaneamide, N,N- 
dimethylaminoethylmethacrylamide, N,N-diethyl-2-(1-naphthyloxy)propaneamide, N.N-dibutylacetamide, 1 -triphenyl- 
phosphoranilidene-2-propane, NJSI-diethyldecalylamide, N-methylformamide, N-methy lacetamide, N.N-dimethylphe- 
noxyacetamide, N-methyl-N-phenylformamide, N,N-dimethyibutyramide, N,N-dimethylisobutyramide, N,N-diethyl- 
Isobutyramide, N ( N-dimethylvaleramide, N^-dimethylbenzamide, N,N-dlethylmetatoluamide, N,N-dlethyl-o-tolyla- 
mide, N.N-diethyl-p-tolylamide, N,N-diethyl(2,4-dimethyl) benzamide, N,N-diethyl(2,6-dimethyl)benzamide l N.N- 
dimethylaminoethylmethacrylamide, N,N-dimethylcinnam amide, N,N-dimethyl-furan-2-carboxyamide, N.N-dimethyl- 
furan-3-carboxyamide, N.N-dimethyl-p-chlorobenzamide, N,N-dimethyl-p-bromobenzamide, N,N-dimethyl-p-fluor- 
obenzamlde, N.N-diethylmesitylamide, N.N-diethylnaphthylamide, N,N-diethylbiphenylamide, N,N-diethylanthryla- 
mide, N,N-diethylcyclohexylamide, N,N-dimethyldecaneamide, N,N-dimethylfuran-2-pyridine carboxyamide, benzoyl- 
piperidine.and benzoylmorpholine. To be natural, the present invention shall not be restricted only to these examples 
given. 

[0025] The fluorine-containing nitrogen group compound of the present invention obtained by the production process 
described above, particularly the fluorine-containing nitrogen compound can suitably be used as it is forfluorination of 
a compound having an active group which is reacted with a fluorine atom. An oxygen -containing functional group such 
as a hydroxyl group, a formyl group and a carboxyl group can be given as the active group which is reacted with a 
fluorine atom, and particularly, it is suited for fluorination of primary alcohol. It may be used together with an inactive 



EP1 422 216 A1 



solvent and diluent. 

[0026] The fluorine-containing nitrogen compound of the present invention can be recovered in the form of an amide 
compound which is a raw material for the fluorine-containing nitrogen compound after finishing the reaction with an 
oxygen-containing group, and therefore a fluorination process In which recycle is possible can be set. j 
5 [0027] The fluorine-containing nitrogen compound can suitably be used for various fluorination processes such as 
not only an oxygen-containing compound and surface treatment of a material having an active functional group which 
is reacted with a fluorine atom but also coating and cleaning uses of a material surface. 

[0028] Next, the present invention shall be explained in further details with reference to examples, but the present 
invention shall by no means be restricted by these examples. 
10 [0029] The compounds in the examples were analyzed by the following methods. 

(1) Fluorine content 

[0030] A sample was completely burned by means of an oxygen- hydrogen combustion apparatus to absorb the 
is whole amount of fluorine in water, and the absorbed solution was determined by means of a fluorine ion electrode. 

(2) NMR measurement 

[0031] NMR-LA500SS (500 MHz) manufactured by Nippon Electron Co., Ltd. was used to carry out measurement 
20 in a deuterochloroform solvent. 

Example 1 

Synthesis of N.N-diethyl- a -chlorometatoluylamidium chloride: 

25 

[0032] A three neck flask (300 ml) was charged with a carbon tetrachloride (1 25 g) solution containing oxalyl chloride 
(25 g, 0.197 mol) under nitrogen atmosphere. N,N-diethylmetato1uamide (45 g, 0.236 mol, hereinafter abbreviated as 
DEET) was dropwise added thereto in 20 minutes while cooling the flask on ice and water and stirring. After finishing 
dropwise adding, the flask was maintained at the same temperature for 10 minutes to control the temperature of the 

30 content to 50°C, and then the reaction was continued for one hour. Gas was observed to be generated in the reaction, 
and then a white deposit was obtained. The resulting deposit was separated by filtering, washed with carbon tetrachlo- 
ride and n-hexane and then dried to obtain N,N-diethyl- a-chlorometatoluylamidium chloride. N,N-diethyl- ct-chlo- 
rometatoluylamidium chloride thus obtained was slowly heated up to 200°C in a capillary tube (sealed tube). Decom- 
position was not observed, and it was thermally stable. It was found from thermal analysis carried out by TG-DTA that 

35 the melting point was 54.6°C. 

NMR data: 

[0033] 1 H-NMR: 5 value (ppm), TMS standard, measured in CDCI3 
40 1.5 (t, -CH 3 ), 1 .7 (t, -CH a ) , 2.4 (s, -CH 3 ), 4.4 (q, - CH 2 -) t 4.5 (q, -CH 2 -) 7.4 to 7.8 (aromatic ring hydrogen). 
13 C-NMR: 5 value (ppm), TMS standard, measured in CDCI 3 

12.5 (s, -CHa), 13 6 ( s . - CH 3>. 21 3 (*. -CHa), 54.8 (s, -CH 2 -), 56.0 (s, -CH 2 -), 125.1 , 128.2, 129.5, 131 .1 , 135.1 , 140.0 
(s, aromatic ring-CH- x 6), 174.1 (s, -CCI). 

« Example 2 

Synthesis of N,N-diethy!- a , a -difluoro(3-methyl) benzylamine; 

[0034] A three neck flask (500 ml) was charged with N,N-diethylchlorometatoluylamidium chloride (25 g, 0.1 mol) 
so which was synthesized above, a spray-dried potassium fluoride (Morita Chemical Co., Ltd., 23.5 g, 0.4 mol) and ace- 
tonitrile (250 g) : and they were reacted at a refluxing temperature of acetonitrile for 1 8 hours under nitrogen atmosphere. 
After finishing the reaction, the solution was cooled down to room temperature and filtered to obtain an acetonitrile 
solution containing a fluorine exchanged product of N,N-diethylchlorometatoluylamidium chloride. This solution was 
distilled by means of a precision distilling column having a theoretical plate number of 80 plates. N.N-diethyl- a , a- 
55 difluoro(3-methyl)benzylamine (hereinafter, this compound shall be abbreviated as DEET-F) 13 g was obtained as a 
fraction (pressure: 2 mm Hg) distilled at a temperature of 50 to 60°C. The isolation yield by distillation was about 60 
% based on N,N-diethylchlorometatoluylamidium chloride. The fraction thus obtained was a colorless transparent liquid 
and had the following properties. 
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Heat stability: 

[0035] The fraction was slowly heated up to 200°C in a capillary tube (sealed tube) and maintained for one hour. 
Decomposition was not observed, and it was thermally stable. In thermal analysis carried out byTG-DTA. a slow weight 
5 reduction was observed, but generation or absorption of heat and a sudden change in the weight which showed heat 
decomposition were not found. 

Fluorine content: 

10 [0036] Calculated value: 1 7,8 % by weight, measured value: 17,6 % by weight. 
NMR data: 

[0037] 1 H-NMR: 5 value (ppm), TMS standard, measured in CDCI3 
15 1.02 (t, 6H, -CH 3 X 2), 2.33 (s, 3H, -CH 3 ), 12.84 (q, 4H, -CH 3 X 2) 
13 C-NMR: 5 value (ppm), TMS standard, measured at-60°C in CDCI 3 

13.7 (s, -CH 3 X 2), 21.2 (s, -CH^ 40.0 (s, -CH 2 -X 2), 123.7, 127.1, 128.0, 130.6, 137.9 (s, 
aromatic ring: -CH- x 5), 136.2 (t, 32 Hz, -CF 2 ) 

19 F-NMR: 5 value (ppm), CF 3 COOH standard, measured at - 50°C in CDOj -73.7 (s, = CFg) 

20 

Example 3 

[0038] Used were each 0.5 time mole of benzyl alcohol, octyl alcohol, benzaldehyde, epiandrosterone, benzoic acid 
and methyl hydroxylsobutyrate and an equivalent mole of water based on DEET-F, and they were reacted. The reaction 
25 results thereof are shown in Table 1 . 



Table 1 



Reactant 


Reaction conditions 


Product 


Yield (%) 


Temperature 
(°C) 


Time (h) 


Water 


20 


0.5 


DEET 


100 


Benzyl alcohol 


20 


18 


Benzyl fluoride 


100 


Epiandrosterone 


20 


6 


Epiandrostene fluoride 


70 


Octyl alcohol 


20 


6 


Octyl fluoride 


70 


Benzaldehyde 


80 


8 


Difluoro-toluene 


40 


Benzoic acid 


20 


6 


Benzoyl fluoride 


80 


Methyl hydroxy isobutyrate 


20 


5 


Methyl flu oro- isobutyrate 


80 



Example 4 



45 [0039] TFg^HF-triethylamine molten salt was used to fluorinate DEET to thereby obtain DEET-F as the product at 
a yield of 80 %. 



Example 5 

so [0040] A polyimide film (Kapton H, 10 u. m thickness) was subjected to etching treatment with 5 %-NaOH for 15 
minutes and then dried at 110°C for one hour. 

[0041] This film was dipped in an acetonitrile containing 1 0 wt % of DEET-F for 3 hours in a dry box and then pulled 
up, and it was washed with water and dried. The film was subjected to accelerated test in which it was exposed to a 
UV ray to examine a gloss retention. The above film was excellent in a gloss retention as compared with a non-treated 
55 film and improved by twice as compared with the index value. 
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INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 

[0042] The fluorine-containing nitrogen group compounds of the present invention represented by Formula (1) are 
effective for Introducing a fluorine atom into a compound having an active group such as an oxygen-containing functional 
group. They can be used for uses of surface treatment, cleaning and coating by making use of this reactivity. After the 
fluorination reaction, they are recovered and can be reused as a starting material for producing the above fluorine 
compound, and they are useful for various fluorination processes. 



Claims 

1 . A fluorine compound represented by Formula (1 ): 



(wherein X represents a nitrogen or phosphorus atom; Rq, R 1p and Rg represent hydrogen, an alkyl group oraryl 
group which may have a substituent, and they each may be the same or different; and R 0 , R^ and R 2 may be 
combined with each other to form a ring). 

2. The fluorine compound as described in claim 1 , wherein X in Formula (1 ) is nitrogen. 

3. The fluorine compound as described in claim 2, wherein X in Formula (1) is nitrogen; R 0 is 3-methylpheny; and 
R 1 and Ffe are ethyl. 

4. A fluorinating method characterized by reacting a compound or material having an active group which is reacted 
with a fluorine atom with the fluorine compound represented by Formula (1) as described in claim 1 . 

5. A fluorinating agent comprising the fluorine compound represented by Formula (1) as described in claim 1 . 

6. A surface treating agent comprising the fluorine compound represented by Formula (1 ) as described in claim 1 as 
an effective ingredient. 

7. A cleaning agent comprising the fluorine compound represented by Formula (1) as described in claim 1 as an 
effective ingredient. 

8. A coating agent comprising the fluorine compound represented by Formula (1) as described in claim 1 as an 
effective ingredient. 

9. A compound represented by Formula (2): 





(2) 
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(wherein X represents a nitrogen or phosphorus atom; Rq, R 1( and Rg represent hydrogen, an alkyl group or aryl 
group which may have a substituent, and they each may be the same or different; R 0 , , and R2 may be combined 
with each other to form a ring; and Y represents chlorine, bromine or iodine). 



5 10. A process for producing the compound as described in claim 9, characterized by reacting an N.N-disubstituted 
amide compound with a halogenating agent. 

11. A process for producing the compound as described in claim 1, characterized by reacting the compound as 
described in claim 9 with hydrogen fluoride or an alkaline metal salt of fluorine. 

10 

12. The fluorinating method as described in claim 4, comprising fluorinating a compound having an oxygen-containing 
functional group with the fluorine compound as described in claim 1 , reacting the resulting N.N-disubstituted amide 
compound with a halogenating agent and reacting the resulting compound as described in claim 9 with hydrogen 
fluoride or an alkaline metal salt of fluorine. 

15 
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